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This is NewsLetter Issue No. Four ~ For the year 2016

The quarterly meeting of the
Frontier Patriots Chapter
of the Sons of the American Revolution
will be held at King's Family Restaurant, 3001 6th
Avenue, Altoona, PA
on Saturday, December 3rd, 2016
at 12:00 Noon.

We will be holding election of the officers for 2017. After
serving as President for 14 out of the last 18 years | have
decided to ‘retire’ from this position. Larry Smith has agreed to
serve as President. | hope others will step forward to fill some of
the officer ranks. We have a very small number of members
doing most of the work and assistance would be appreciated.

We hosted the Fall State Board of Management Meeting in November. The meeting went
very smoothly and we received quite a few compliments from those attending. Thanks to John
Betting, John Faulds, Larry Smith and Bob Williams for all your help.

We have begun making donations using the funds we received from the Ramsey Estate
bequest. To date we have donated $1000 to an award being set up at the Merchant Marine
Academy, $1000 to Blair County Genealogical Society, and $1000 to Clearfield County
Historical Society. We have also approved future donations to the Huntingdon County
Historical Society and the Bedford County Historical Society.

—MM

Reminder ~ For those of you that receive this newsletter by US mail, if you have an email address, we would
appreciate you sending it to us to use for future newsletters. Printing and mailing these newsletters is very
expensive. Please send to our Secretary Melvin McDowell at melvin.mcdowell@gmail.com
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1758 Fort Bedford

Fort BleJﬁer wgs wm&uied to serve as
a su lepot during Foroes' Campai
in y&eg:h and Indian War. B Pﬁf
mid-1760s the fort was disintegrafing.
It was used, though, by the local settlers
during the American lﬁevdﬂuﬁdmary War
as protection against Amerindians and Tories.

1778~1780 Fort q&erdeau

Fortifications In Bedford chunty

During the American
region that l:d)Jay includes Bedford, Blair,Cambria, Fulton, Huntingdén and Sémerset
counties. Within that vast area were about 22 fortifications. Of them, at least three
were constructed as we Hnn.kcbf forts : palisade walls enclosing buildings for l)attacks or
supplies {Bedford, Ly&letdsn & lisbl)er eau}. The rest included many private Bmldmgs

l}evzbluﬁdmary War, Bedford Cd)unly encdamP&sseJ the

such as barns, which were converted int6 forts By simPl{ chchPing oles in their walls.
The dwners and their neighbors could use the holes to watch for attackers o
to stick the muzzles of their muskets through to fire at anyone achmﬂy attacking.

Fort Roberdeau was constructed Plimm‘]y to Bedford County Blair County Fulton County
PrdwiJe protection for workers engaged in the Fort Bdufla;:{ Fort Mlitds Fort Cobmbs
mining of lead in the Sinking Spring Valley. $= Pt CHS R Py Fért Lytleten
The et alsé prévided profection for b Jonih Cobuinp ot Fot Pl Mol s
local settlers against Amerindian incursions. mm Fee g:ﬁ&w
Four 'dubel fortified four beundet' cannén
were e,mPlcbye,J as defensive Weapons at : Hunﬁngddm Cd)unl:y Cambria & Somerset Counties
Fort Iﬁ&)er(]eau. Fort Anderson No fortifications have been identified
Fort Hartsock
Fort Lytle
Fort McAlevy
Cannon Balls and tvLuskei: Balls i:: Nt'/c"m‘k
éneisa It
measures 291 inches in dismeter. The ili{a I 'J t ﬁ.‘\f
-pbunder measures 4.62 inches ncioents
- in dismeter, sb ym‘ can see that M-/ ry °§ 3
caliber size and weight did not 11 5 - Bal.
s Pi’n]hPs angers Massacre 2 :
B«Jﬂj ml\:].%.&am Fort x>
cast irn. The much smaller musket balls and Tories. Ten militia men were
were cast dut &f lead that was péss ,ca[P“] d Lilled.
muhtuzsankingspﬁnggr;y =it
a.|  Frankstown Engagement
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1 ZOOS Amesican l%wdbl}_uﬁ@mxy War
 "the frontier, Inhabitant

, -

Hunting Grounds

There were very few Amerindian villages located throughout the frontier 6f Pennsylvanis. The

Hlat resided i the O Vlley snd nértrorad ink the Prbvince 6f New York
used this region that would become Bedford County for hunting and migration routes to the
south. The Amerindians were. unJerstanJaUy, offended as the English, Irish, Tlster Scot, Swiss
and German settlers moved in ~ establishing farmsteads, and in the process, Jisrquing the

Amerindians' Iifle'{tlle. DesPite re,Peatecl cd)mP]sinl:s to the Pe:
Euré~American settlers continued té move in and establish settlements.

Irdbquoian tribes

The Burnt Cabins

Furo~American settlers were moving into
the region t the west of the Susquehanna River
and to the north and west of the Blue Mguntain.
After receiving numerous cdamplninh from the
Amerindians, the Pennsylvania General Asseml)ly
ordered the settlers to reméve themselves from
the region. The settlers iguber the orders. On
24 Mgy 1750, the Prd)vincixl government sent
men t6 a village 6f eleven log cabins located in
fhen—unpuminse(] lands in what is bbday Dublin
Township, Fulton County. The collection of log
cabins near the Little Aughwick Creek was called

Sidneyville.

Yv‘l] Ivania suthorities érdered the
inhabitants to vacate their homes. The settlers
objected at first, but grabbed what articles they
could as their cabins were set sfire.

Similar burnings were conducted at Path
Valley, Sherman's Creek, Aughwick and the
Big Cove.

Copyright © 2015 Larry D. Smith
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n;nsylvania General Assembly, the

The Amerindians Retaliate

The reaction of the Amerindians to the influx
of Euré~American settlers into their hunting grounds
was to retaliate by killing the men and taking the women captive. There were a cd)uple
notable instances in which Amerindians sfealﬁzily attacked Euro~American settlers in
the frontier region that was erected as Bedford County in 1771. The Euro~Americans,
as a group, may have been guxlky of intruding upén the Amerindian lands, but that
crime sutely did not merit the Punishment of innocent individusls being ambushed
and killed dutright ~ being tortured, such as being scalPeJ while still slive ~ 6r being
taken captive and forced to endure the horror and imszhiP that that entailed.

31 October/02 Néovember 1755 ~ 47 Euré~Americans killed or taken in the Great Cove and theConolloways valleys (Fulton Co)
It is believed that éver 100 Amerindians [Del and Sh ) were S‘zinyn.ﬂHbmwemdufMsz.

31 October 1755 ~ Indian trader, Peter Shaver and twé other men were killed and their houses burned. (Huntingdon County)
24 June 1757 ~ 1 sén 6f Willism Linn (Fulten Céunty) was killed; 1 son sulPu’ but net killed; and 1 sén taken captive.
June 1763 ~ Warriérs led by Pontiac and Guyasuta fill numerdus settlers along Dunnings Creek and near Fort Bedford.
1768 ~ James Henry killed near Frankstown. (Blair County) He had killed 5 Amerindians before they finished him.
19 June 1777 ~ Felix Dénnelly and sén, Francis, killed while trying té get té the safety of Fort Standing Sténe. (Huntingdén County)
1777 ~ The Tull family did nét leave their héme six miles west of Bedford and all - parents and 9 children - were killed.
&thber 1777 ~ Adam Ernst and twé neidﬂnn leul and Adam's wife, Eve (Indian Eve), and 1 child hk:n u‘:tiva.
Fall 1777 ~ Nearly 30 Dunkards residing in Morriséns Cove were killed. (Blair Couaty)
12 Octéber 1777 ~ 1 settler killed near Stony Creek. [Somerset County)
08 Névember 1777 ~ A man killed én a méuntain near Fort Bedford.
November 1777 ~ 5 Men killed én Allegheny Mountain near the head of Dunnings Creek and 3 killed ér taken near Three Springs.
Névember 1777 ~ - Héuser and sén killed and his wife and 2 children taken. (Blair County)
December 1777 ~ Samuel Adams killed going from Fort Bedford t Johnstéwn. ———- Bridges taken captive. [Cambria Céunty)
1778 6r 1779 ~ Adam Helliday attacked but escaped with 2 children; his 2 6ldest children killed [Blair County)
1778 br 1779 ~ John Guilford killed going from Fort Fetter to his home. [Blair County)
1778 ~ The wife 6f Matthew Dean and 3 children killed in their Canée Valley home [Huntingdén County) A visiter,
John Siméntén, was taken captive.
1778 ~ The family 6f Samuel Moore was attacked, and 1 son, James, was killed. [Blair County)
August 1782 ~ George Peck, his wife and all their children were killed at Rays Cove.

"Absant"
On 16 February 1779, Bedford County Commissioners, James
Martin and Samuel Davidson wrote a letter {6 the Genersl Assembly
of Pennsylvania. Tizey requestecl permission to foregod the collection
of taxes due to the county being rs the Amerindians. It was
noted "that for eighteen months past the frontier Inbabitants bave
almost entirely been deprived of the fiuits of their labour by the

. incursiéns of the Indians." The residents who had fled eastward to
1 the relstively greater safety of Cumberland County were noted as

‘ o
s o ! /;/,wj ’i el ‘absant' on the tax assessment return. Of 163 residents listed for
& rbvheads i ;f;j’ 5 5{7‘1 § l"””"\ \ Frankstown Township, 79 or nearly half, of them were either

) : recorded as 'absant' or 'vacant land' indicating that H:ey had fled.
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, Hanger
Lduyalists . 1760 Psttern
& Tories The British Incursion Inte Bedford County
&Tﬁhﬁ:ﬁ:zx jfi:;iiﬁ In the spring 6f 1781, Loyalist Colonel John Butler sent British Army

'sutlaw. Both, Loyalists and Tories Csﬁxinﬂelles 6nan exPe.Jil:ion int6 central Pennsylvanja in order to JisruPt
were those who remained ldayal to Patriot communication between eastern Pen.nsylvsnia and the Ohio Valley.
Great Britain. But whereas chyallsts Nelles led a unit of British troops from western New York to the West Branch

fenJ.eJ t remain ne,.ul:ralt,h:f.ze Td)r'ies of the Susquebanna. On the way l:bey rallied nearly 100 Seneca warridrs. It was
g;:ly fought asamsfb e E:;}:’* that group of Amerindians, goaded on by Nelles and his British troops, who
ne; s ~ uslmlly y guerilla s.

ambushed Canaianabn Bbyd and his Rangers ¢n 03 June 1781.

The Tory Expedition to Kittanning

On 04 My 1778, Colonel John Piper wrote to President Wharton
of the Pennsylvan.ia Supreme Executive Council té inform him about
a Tory plot to launch a murder spree throughout Bedford County. He
nd)i:e? A Number of evil minded perssns, t6 the amount of
thirty-five (I think], having actually assécisted together, marched away
toward the Indian Céuntry in érder t6,join the Indians, and to conduct
o them ints the Inhsbitance, and there united kill, burn and destrsy
‘ \ W, Men, Wemen and Children."

Téries and Loyali
of Bedford Cé
The Amerindians st Kittanning were mxhal]y in favor of Jumes mmn:nty

R jbining the Téries, but became suspiciéus of them when vlzl"m: é;i“hrgén

W\ e Torics would abbley down thei mkeh, The Lo
W)\ Tory ringleader, John Weston, was grabbed, scalPeJ Jahh e
S and killed; the rest of the Tories led. o 5

Alexander McKee
Adam Pértmerser
'0ld' Portmerser

Tw years later, in July 1780, Tories " e S
would join the Amerindians in attacking Wil Siling
: Al: B [ ) 5 Ll eston
CaPl'am William an]]xPs i:nbtst in the Lot Eﬂ%&fm
Woodcock Valley of Bedford County.

The 1760 petern Hanges inialy would have o ekl guscd: consising o béor aod quillen.

RS Y 1n 1796 8 new patteen was introduced withéutthe knuckle guard. It made the swérd easier b grasp
\ % 4 uickly, sad became populc. Ownees o these oldec bangees strekincs, o it this on, ot
(-,,, offthe guard in érdex tb confbrm b the new pattern.
Linsey chd)]sey Blanket

’I‘bisl)knketwmcmidanJunJLynsoHiu during the American l}evt]uﬁdmaryWar. Although warm, it woulJinvelxenkianfmtchyLmthe “bric was made
ofa blend of linen and wool. The wool threads provided warmth while the linen threads provided stability to the fabric. When new, the colors would have been brig R L.tICA
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Everyday Ol)jects Used By Soldiers Pewter &
Wooden

Dinnerware

In many ways, 8 &sbl&er's life during the American
I‘evd,l E&\,wasn'{: that much different from the
ife pme. Although his bed might not have
f le as the one he had at home {that is,

d a bed st all}, the soldier had almost
) Wd)d)den bowls anJ wber

wﬂ:ﬁ l)d)n;ai:jand]esn];ke i
arm its 'followers." .
E£L ch};ixe ann didn't provide ere tlers. They
set uy buimJe of the enoaumenl:s Among othet things,
& lxqubr to the army tréops. Some of the soldiers' wives also
led wit] l:he am: Prdemg services such as sewing new and mending torn e
% %mblm am{ needles have been excavated at encaumenI: sites. ¥

Fd:rl:heﬁnml of a militiaman, life di
much. A man serving in the county
sway from his home for a two or 8 four
Jul:y Ranging companies might even
héomes while on Jul:y
Fd)rl:hefhmxl ofam Wi bined th
Continental Line, (:he story was mucb differe:
togulnt army soldier m.xght be away frém ho
a year or two ~ or his enlistment m.lgiz‘: :
for the duration of the war, which could have lasted
until 1783 when the war was éﬂiciaﬂy declared g
end. For those families, at a time before regularn
service existed, the bnly information they received
about the battles in which their husbands and
fathers may have been involved would have come
frém newspapers and so-called 'magazines.' Magazines, such as
the Azmua/ egister and the Genfkmms)\@guzme ublished
J were quely circulated Hmbugb ‘che colonies.

X o x
! % A o T
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Preceeding pages ~ three more of the panels of the exhibit Bedford County In The American Revolutionary War,
which is still open at the Bedford County Historical Society at 6441 Lincoln Highway, Bedford, PA.

The exhibit, meant to point out Bedford County’s Role in the American Revolutionary War, can be viewed during
the Bedford County Historical Society’s regular hours of Monday through Friday 9:00am to 4:00pm and the third Saturday of

the month 9:00am to 12:00noon.
@embargmail.com

The BCHS can be contacted by phone at 814-623-2011. Their email is bedfordhistory

Nova Scotia: The Fourteenth Cd)ld)ny

It is interesting to consider the idea that the
original thirteen colonies, which gained their
independence from Great Britain in 1783, might have
been the original fourteen colonies if the Continental
Congress would have more seriously considered a
petition from the inhabitants of the colony of Nova
Scotia. On Thursday, 02 November, 1775 a petition
was presented before the Congress in which it was
stated that "The Inhabitants of Pafsamaquaddy in
Nova Scotia, having chofen a com(mitt)ee of Safety,
and having, by their petition, applied to Congrefs to
be admitted into the afsociation of the North
Americans, for the prefervation of their rights and
liberties." A committee of five was appointed to
consider the petition. The matter was brought up
during the session held a week later, on 09
November, but was not resolved. It again was
discussed on the 10th, at which time the decision was
made to send two persons to Nova Scotia to "enquire
into the ftate of that colony, the difpofition of the
inhabitants towards the American caufe, and the
condition of the fortifications, Docks, yards, the
quantity of artillery and warlike ftores and the
number of foldiers, failors and fhips of war there..."

The subject of admitting Nova Scotia into the
union of "North American" colonies was put off until
the 24th of April, 1776. The committee chairman,
Benjamin Harrison, reported that there had not been
sufficient time to review the petition of the colony of
Nova Scotia. It was resolved that the Congress would
form itself into a "committee of the whole" the
following day to discuss the matter, but more
pressing items arose and the petition of Nova Scotia
was again set aside.

On 25 April, 1777 another petition for
military aid was read before the Congress. That

petition came from Robert Forster of the County of
Cumberland in Nova Scotia. It was referred to the
Board Of War for consideration. On 13 May, 1777
the Congress finally arrived at a resolution which
stated that “the council of the Mafsachusetts bay be
requefted to confider the cafe of the inhabitants of
Cumberland and Sunbury counties in Nova Scotia,
who are fufferers by their attachment to the
American caufe and to devife and put into execution
at continental expence fuch meafures as the faid
council fhall think practicable and prudent for the
relief of the faid fufferers.”

The Congress authorized assisting in
removing any families from that colony to places of
greater safety if they wished. The matter was
eventually laid to rest on 21 May, 1778 when
Congress resolved that “the wrefting of Nova Scotia
from the Britifh power and uniting the fame to thefe
States is... a very defirable object; but that the
propriety of making this attempt at the prefent crifis
feems doubtful; and upon the whole, it appears moft
wife to wait a while, until the event of a war taking
place between France and Great Britain, and the
confequences that (it) may have upon the Britifh
force on this continent, fhall render an attempt upon
Nova Scotia more likely to fucceed.”

One can only wonder at why the Continental
Congress did not act upon the petition by the colony
of Nova Scotia sooner than it did when it could have
succeeded. Perhaps it was because only the county of
Cumberland was really pro-American and the
Congress may have foreseen too much Loyalist
opposition. Nova Scotia remained British and became
a haven for exiled American Loyalists.



