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Tbc Whiskey Rebellion

Following the close of the American Revolutionary War in 1783 the newly independent states
functioned much as they had previous to the split with Great Britain. Each state had its own rules
and regulations governing its patterns of commerce and industry. Each state had its own monetary
standards. The Continental Army, organized during the war, had been disbanded following cessation
of hostilities and each state maintained its a militia for its own defense. The only thing that held the
states together was the somewhat tenuous agreement called the Articles of Confederation. It must be
remembered that the Articles Of Confederation had been drafted in the "heat of the moment” of the
war. The Articles spoke to people waging a revolt and as such were, for the most part, concerned
with matters relating to defense and independence. The various states embraced the Articles during
the war because it benefited them to do so. When the war ended and the states felt secure in their
independence from Great Britain they seemed to forget the reasons for the Confederation they had
agreed to in 1778. The Congress composed of delegates from all of the states continued to convene
and to request the states' compliance with its proposed commercial and legislative measures. But the
Congress was ineffective and weak. On 26 March, 1785 the British Ambassador to France told
Franklin, Adams and Jefferson at Paris that Britain would not consider enterring into any commercial
treaty with the newly independent colonies as long as any single state could render "totally fruitless
and ineffectual” any such agreement. In 1784 the Congress issued an appeal to each and every state
to agree to grant Congress a 15~year "grant of power" to regulate foreign commerce. The states
refused to agree on that issue and nothing came of it.

Something had to be done to rectify the situation in which Congress found itself: a governing
body which had practically no power and which had to plead and beg the states for their approval on
every measure it wished to adopt. Virginia's legislature invited delegates from each of the legislative
bodies of her sister states to meet in convention to discuss interstate commerce at Annapolis,
Maryland during the second week of September, 1786. Nine states accepted the invitation but only
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and Virginia actually attended. The poor attendance,
implying the lack of interest on the part of the other states, convinced the delegates that did attend
that something must be done before the "union" fell apart. A committee prepared an address to the
states. Adopted on 14 September, the address requested the states to send delegates to a new
convention to be held at Philadelphia on the 2nd Monday of May in the following year. The purpose
of this convention, as voiced by Alexander Hamilton who had drafted the address, would be to
discuss not only commercial concerns, but €very matter necessary "to render the constitution of the
Federal Government adequate to the exigencies of the Union.” In this case, the word constitution
was used to refer to the structure or makeup of the governing body. The word exigencies refers to
the requirements or needs of the union between the individual states. For the union to survive, the
structure had to be sound, and the Articles of Confederation, while adequate in a state of revolution,
were simply not as adequate for continued interrelationships between the states in peacetime. By 25
May, 1787 a quorum of delegates from seven states had at last assembled at Philadelphia and the
work of creating a plan to channel power from the states into a federal government began.

The Constitution of the United States of America was ratified by the state of Delaware on the 7th
of December, 1787. Pennsylvania followed Delaware's lead on 12 December of the same year. New
Jersey approved ratification about a week later, on 18 December. As the new year of 1788 dawned







